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Future of Prairie Grain Industry

o Is a matter of choice!

o If we continue to make the same
choices our future is.........




Warning!

o For those committed to ‘commodity
agriculture’ the following slides are
not for the faint of heart!
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The future - “Commodity Hell!”
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Disturbing!




The future - “Commodity Hell!” }
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Canada's farm debt repayment in bushels of wheat
(Millions of bushels)
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The future - “Commodity Hell!”

Canada - Subsidy Ratio to Net Farm Income
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@ Net Farm Income ] Total Direct Payments* —a— Subsidy Ratio Linear (Total Direct Payments*
(000's) (000's) (%) (000's))

Net Farm Income Source: CANSIM Il Table 002-0009 Series V8621
Total Direct Payment Source: CANSIM Il Table 002-0001 Series V169761
*Total Direct payments include Disaster Assistance Programs (such as AIDA), Provincial Subsidization Programs and

Other programs, generally ad hoc programs to deal with unusual climatic or economic conditions.
Disturbing!




Wil Free Trade Save us?
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In Summary:
Commodity Hell is our future!

Ladies and Gentlemen I am
your ‘Commodity Hell’ tour
guide and would like to point
out the new Canadian Ag
‘future’ chart!
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The result of our choices so far!

Canadian Barley and Beer Prices 1975 - 2005
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Future of Prairie Grain Industry

o Can be altered:
With strong leadership & vision!

By overcoming the mentality that
decisions of the past are made are
forever!

By accepting that | might do better
than my neighbor!

By getting more than one farmer to
agree on anything!
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