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Moisture conditions were ideal through most of the
Prairies during the 2005 growing season

Exceptions were the areas in Alberta and Manitoba
that experienced flooding during the spring and early
summer

Cooler than normal temperatures slowed crop
development and kept stress to a minimum

Heavy rains in Alberta and Saskatchewan in late
August and early September hurt crop quality
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World Weather
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Calculated Soil Moisture Anomaly {mm) DEC, 2005
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NINO3 4 SST Anomaly(°C)

Model Forecasts of ENSO from Dec 2005
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Figure 4. Forecasts of the SST anomalies for the Nifio 3.4 region. Figure courtesy of the Interna-
tional Research Institute (IRI) for Climate Prediction.




La Nina lTemperature Frobabillities - January - marchn
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La Nina Precipitation Frobabilities
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La NIna lemperature Frobabilities
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La Nina FPrecipitation Frobabilities
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Since conventional rain measurements don't apply
in New Mexico, meteorologist were forced to
develop a new device.
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Winter wheat area increased by 2% from last year

HRW plantings were down slightly at slightly under
30 million acres

SRW plantings increased by 1.16 min ac to 7.3 min ac

Spring wheat plantings are expected to be slightly lower
In the Northern Plains this year. Durum is expected to be
unchanged, but desert durum is down by 10,000 ac

Barley plantings are expected to be down from last year
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USA Wheat Production
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Calculated Soil Moisture Anomaly {mm) DEC, 2005
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Standardized Seasonal Mean (JFM) NAO index (1950 2005)
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® Durum
— Planting conditions in the Mediterranean basin have been
reasonable in 2005 and early 2006.
— Crops in North Africa have just been planted and are
currently in a slow growth period.

— Spain and Morocco still have some but there is still time
for the rains to come.
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* Wheat

— Expect a modest drop in production from 2005 levels with
production near 605 million tonnes

— Drop in area is expected in the Ukraine, Russia and
Kazakhstan

— Potential production problems in HRW region; spring
wheat area in the US should be reduced

— If La Nina continues to develop, expect good moisture for
the upcoming Australian crop
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* Barley

Large Australian crop in 2005

EU and USA are expected to reduce sown area, while
Canada, Ukraine and Russia are expected to increase
plantings

Corn production in the US is expected to be large, but
smaller than the 2005 crop.

Input prices are going to influence corn plantings this
season
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Western Canada

2006 Outlook
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Most Likely Temperature Anomaly {deg F) Outlook, 5.5 Month Lead for JJA 2006
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* Poor outlook for most cropping options at the present
moment

* Spring wheat and barley areas should be higher by 5-
10 per cent, while durum acreage Is expected to be
reduced by close to 10 per cent

* Pulses and ollseed acreage should decrease this year
due to very low prices
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The End
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