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Flax/Linola Establishment

Watch fan speed on airseeders
Damaged seed can result in:

dead seed, or 
cracked seed that is more susceptible to 
seedling diseases

Refer to manufacturer’s specifications



AU/Bourgault Air-seeder Trial



AU/Bourgault Air-seeder Trial



2005 Air Seeder Trial: AU and 
Bourgault
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU & Bourgault)

% Cracked Seed: Linola vs Flax
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU & Bourgault)

% Pure Live Seed: Linola vs Flax

0

20

40

60

80

100

0 2500 3300 3800 4300

Fan Speed

%
 P

ur
e 

Li
ve

 S
ee

d

Linola (2047)
Flax (Bethune)

Seed moisture: Linola < 6.6% ; Flax 6.8%

LSD 6.5



Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU & Bourgault)

% Cracked Seed: Seed Moisture
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU and Bourgault)

% Pure Live Seed: Seed Moisture
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU and Bourgault)

% Cracked Seed: Fertilizer Effect
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU and Bourgault)

% Cracked Seed: Fertilizer Effect
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AU Proven Seed Trials, 2005

Seeded out non fertilizer treatments: 
Low seed moisture Linola 2047
High seed moisture Linola 2047
Low seed moisture Linola 2090
Low seed moisture Bethune flax

Six sites (4 survived):
Neapolis, Saskatoon, Dixon and 
Rosebank



2090 control



2090: 2500 rpm



2090: 3300 rpm



2090: 3800 rpm



2090: 4300 rpm



Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU and Bourgault)

Plant Count: Seed Moisture
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU and Bourgault)

Yield: Seed Moisture
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU & Bourgault)

 Plant Stand: Linola vs Flax
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Air Seeder Fan Speed Effect
2005 Data (AU & Bourgault)

Yield: Linola vs Flax
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Take Home Messages:

Refer to manufacturer air fan speed 
charts: Use the lowest possible fan 
speed on the air-seeder for carrying 
seed.
Adjust fan speed when changing 
between seed and fertilizer rates.
No significant differences between 
Bethune flax versus Linola varieties in 
final plant stand or yield effects due to 
fan speed.



Seed Treatment Issues:

Very Difficult to seed treat flax or 
Linola:

Movement of seed treatment to water 
based products

Vitavax Single works the best
Inventory only

Research??



Thank you
Any Questions?
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